and suspend judgement till you have submitted the evidence in
your possession to an impartial tribunal and obtained its verdict.
I confess that I do not make the request with much confidence.
For, in dealing with Congressmen and others Government have
combined the prosecutor, judge and jailor In the same person
and thus made proper defence impossible on the part of the
accused. Judgements of courts are being rendered nugatory by
fresh ordinances. No man's freedom can be said to be safe in this
extraordinary situation. You will probably retort that it is an
exigency of the war. I wonder!

As I visualize India today, it is one vast prison containing
four hundred million souls. You are its sole custodian. The
Government prisons are prisons within this prison. I agree with
you that whilst you hold the views expressed in your letter
under reply, the proper place for one like me is a Government
prison. And unless there is a change of heart, view and policy
on the part of the Government, I am quite content to remain
your prisoner. Only, I hope, you will listen to the request made
by me through the proper channels to remove me and my fellow
prisoners to some other prison where the cost of our detention
need not be even one-tenth of what it is today.

As to my complaint about Mr. Butler's statement and later
the Home Secretary's, I have received two letters from the Home
Department in reply. I am sorry to say, they have appeared to
me highly unsatisfactory. They ignore patent facts and betray
an obstinate refusal to face truth even on a wholly non-political
issue. My correspondence with the Home Department continues.
I invite your attention to it, if you can spare the time and are
interested in the subject.

I am glad and thankful .that Shri Mirabai's (Miss Blade's)
case is being considered in the light of what I said about her in
my letter.

I am,

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi
His Excellency the Viceroy,
Viceroy's Camp
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